Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BERLIN 07301 171843Z 
ACTION CU-03 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 /023 W 

047740 /73 

R 171301Z DEC 76 
FM AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3792 
USIA WASHDC 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BERLIN 7301 

EO 1 1652: NA 
TAGS: SCUL, GE 

SUB J : WEIMAR THEATRE DIRECTOR'S VISIT 

REF: STATE 300542 

1 . POST APPRECIATES BEING ALERTED TO SUBJECT INVITATION AND AGREES 
IT YET ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF GDR'S OPEN ACCESS TO US CULTURAL 
SCENE, A POINT REPEATEDLY MADE TO GDR OFFICIALS. 

2. RELEVANT SUCH INVITATIONS, CU OR AGENCY MAY WISH INFORM EPIC 
WEST AND PACIFIC FILM ARCHIVE IN BERKELEY OF CRITICAL COMMENTS ON 
US CULTURAL ATTITUDES BY THEIR GDR INVITEE WERNER HECHT. A BRECHT 
SPECIALIST, HECHT WAS INVITED PARTICIPATE IN BRECHT SEMINAR AND 
FILM WEEK BY BOTH ORGANIZATIONS, WHO PHONED EMBASSY REQUESTING 
SPECIAL ATTENTION HIS VISA APPLICATION. WAIVER WAS GRANTED SED 
MEMBER HECHT WHO THEN ARRIVED BERKELY IN TIME. 

3. DECEMBER 13 "NEUES DEUTSCHLAND" CARRIES INTERVIEW WITH 
RECENTLY RETURNED HECHT ESSENTIALLY NEGATIVE IN TONE AND SUBSTANCE. 
SAMPLE COMMENTS: "IN THE UNITED STATES, INTEREST IN THE ARTS, 
ESPECIALLY IN THE PERFORMING ARTS, IS NOT WELL DEVELOPED." 

"THE PUBLIC WATCHES TELEVISION DAY AND NIGHT ON INNUMERABLE 
CHANNELS, PACKED WITH COMMERCIALS IN GLOWING COLOR. 

DETECTIVE, CARTOON AND QUIZ SHOWS SEEM TO HAVE NO OTHER 
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FUNCTION THAN TO KEEP THE AUDIENCE GLUED TO THE TUBE FOR 
COMMERCIALS". "THE PERFORMING ARTS ARE PRIMARILY COMMERCIAL 
IN CHARACTER." "IT IS CLEAR TO ME, NOW THAT I HAVE BEEN THERE, 

WHY BRECHT COULD NOT BREATHE IN THIS CLIMATE." 

4. PAO HOPES MEET WITH GDR EMBASSY OFFICIALS DURING 
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CONSULTATION MID-JANUARY AND INTENDS UNDERLINE ACCESS AND 
RECIPROCITY PROBLEMS, ESPECIALLY AS CONCERNS PRINTED MAILINGS 
AND ACCESS TO NEW CHANCERY, MATTERS RAISED DURING 
DEPASSTDIRECTOR ARNOLD'S CALL ON MFA'S BETTIN.POLANSKY 
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